
30th January 2019

To Whom it May Concern

re: Tannie & Tannie

At Dina it's one of our ambitions to help develop the creation of high quality writing and 
performance. To do this we work with companies and creatives to offer space, practical 
help and critique to aid development and make the work stage ready .

In November of 2018 at DINA we were delighted to support the production of "Tannie and 
Tannie" ,  a compelling two-hander describing the circumstances faced by two women we 
encounter planning their escape from an undisclosed threat.

The story is set in an undisclosed time somewhere in colonial South Africa and  the future 
is closing in. Tannie and Tannie  are agitated  and voice growing desperation - as they 
pack , joke, drink and recall life's fragments in a string of interweaving  anecdotes. 

Rich language and expressive storytelling  are the cornerstones of this production 
transporting the viewer to sweaty nights in the Southern hemisphere, a colonial wooden 
porch and the prospect of increasingly harsh horizons . 

Children's voices emerge from adult mouths as stories unravel and reveal and always in 
the background the rumbling of the approaching threat  and an imperative to depart. 

This production is written and part performed by Claudine Bennett who's authentic first-
hand understanding of South African vernacular  and idiom creates a very unusual and 
engaging piece of theatrical writing . 

The work emanates both  a strong sense of place and contradictoraly the apocalypse to 
come to erase it all .
But what has brought their world to this position.? In this  Pinteresque scenario this is 
never clear but we grow to understand  there has been a failure of power and that the only 
way to resist it is to leave the landscape and their past lives

As the anecdotes swing across decades we are treated to mesmeric immersive storytelling 
delivered by Bennett and her co performer Melanie Crawley. Creating a  couple who give 
the impression of a lifetime of familiarity, love  and second guessing. 

The low lighting state and minimal setting create a magical claustrophobia which brings 
the viewer intimately into the centre of the room. This is a poetic piece of theatre unusual 
in its characterization and setting,  nudging around some of the great themes and 
challenges of the early 21st century. 

The performances and writing will not disappoint an audience and I can highly recommend 
it to receiving venues at which there is an interest in professionally delivered theatre and 
new writing. 

Deborah Egan O.B.E
DINA Venue, Sheffield


