






Now booking Autumn 2019 - 
Spring 2020 
North of England. 

Tannie&Tannie
by Claudine Bennent

“A must see end of the world unmissable storytelling experience” - Deborah Egan O.B.E.

Supported by: 
DINA Venue  
Making Room@Sheffield Theatres 
Third Angel 



Tannie & Tannie is the first full-full-length play from South 
African born, Sheffield based Actor and Theatre Maker 
Claudine Bennent. 

Tannie and Tannie are leaving. Escaping the damned 
earthquakes and the water that bursts into flame. The 
cantankerous aunties will leave their home - a place once 
strong and flat and stable - and embark on a journey - like 
their ancestors did before them. Before they go, there’s just 
time for a story or two about ghosts and gods and the 
bleddy British. Then, off they’ll go on their trek. But. Not 
every trek can be a Great Trek.

‘Tannie & Tannie’ is the first play by South African born 
Claudine Bennent; a two-hander for women set in rural 
South Africa; a warm-hearted tale of ordinary, hard working 
people forced into the most difficult decision of their lives.

The play explores themes that link to contemporary issues 
but the lens through which they are examined is unusual for 
regional audiences; stories about South Africa and its 
history - particularly the rarely related white female settlers’ 
experience - provide a fascinating prism. 

Not every trek can be a  
Great Trek 

“The journey the 
audience goes on is 

great, really 
immersive and 

heart-warming.”  
- Tannie&Tannie 

audience member.

“Poignant, funny, sad, interesting and 
intriguing. Really well written and 
beautifully performed. Enough detail to 
be intimate and touching yet still 
abstract enough to be able to fill in the 
gaps oneself. wonderful stuff.” - 
Director, Festival 23



Tannie & Tannie was written over the past two years and has its roots in the writer’s experiences of leaving her home - first 
from South Africa where she grew up to go and teach English in Japan and then leaving Japan after four years for Sheffield 
where she is now settled. It also includes her experience of living through the 2011 Tōhoku earthquake and its aftermath.

The world the two Tannies inhabit has been influenced by the stories of Herman Charles Bosman, Khoi San folktales, the 
legacy of Colonisation, and the history of the Great Trek and Boer Wars. 

Tannie & Tannie was first staged at DINA Venue in Sheffield in November 
2018. It was produced by Melanie Crawley and Claudine Bennent who each 
played one of the Tannies. Sarah Spencer directed the play.

Claudine has previously written and produced an adaptation of the works 
of Shakespeare: Foolish Mortals, presented in Sheffield in 2016. She has a 
BA(hons) in Theatre and Performance from the University of Cape Town 
and now works as an actor, teacher and theatre maker.

Melanie wrote and produced Three Post-Apocalyptic Comedians Walk Into 
a Bar…for Rebuild Festival in 2017. Melanie has a BA(hons) in Drama and 
Visual Arts from MMU, worked for many years as an events designer, and 
in film exhibition and now works as an actor and voice artist.  

Sarah Spencer is Head of Theatre at The Merlin Theatre in Sheffield. Sarah 
is a professional actor and director, having graduated in 2008 from Arden 
College.

The three have worked together multiple times and together they form the 
Tannie & Tannie team.

The story draws on our own contemporary political context of mass 
migration, human-made environmental disaster, national and class 
identity and the rise of extremism. It is a world described through 
the lens of simple, rural, hard-working life and yet it meditates on 
ideas of truth and lies and the fragility of our existence. 

The story so far



100%  
of audience 
survey 
respondents  
said they would 
recommend 
Tannie & Tannie 

Key elements, informing marketing, PR and audience engagement.

The play references historical events but bathes in the current political climate and it can be 
perceived as taking place at any date. It sits within an emerging tradition of post-apocalyptic art and 
theatre, which appeals to culturally engaged audiences.

It is a story set in a context rarely presented in the north of England and has a strong female 
narrative.

The show is very accessible and will resonate with those who have been forced to migrate. It is 
humorous with engaging, warm characters and varied: there are stories within stories that surprise 
and delight an audience.

Older audiences may be more aware of the historical themes of the play and be engaged by the 
characters’ personal histories.

It shows ordinary working class people, their strong traditions and pride in their community. We 
expect the story and characters to resonate with northern British audiences because of this, 
including those who don’t usually attend theatres.

There is some swearing. Recommended for ages 12+

Audiences
In addition to regular theatre-goers Tannie & Tannie will appeal to:  

• female-identifying audiences
• BAME audiences, particularly local refugee and immigrant communities
• local audiences currently less engaged with theatre but interested in 

international perspectives, history and good storytelling that resonates 
with their experience 

• general audiences interested in storytelling and its traditions 
• older audiences
• the culturally engaged South African diaspora



Audiences

Additional activity

The show can be supported with additional activity for  
different audiences - from schools to local adult groups. 
Workshops are suitable for beginners and all ages but can 
be tailored to work for groups who have some experience of 
drama / theatre.

The Tannies Talk-back. 
By prior arrangement, requiring 30mins additional get out time. Self-
hosted or we’d be happy to work with a host from your venue to direct the 
q + a session.

It Takes Two.
A drama workshop exploring the basics of theatre through voice and 
movement, then building on some of these techniques we’ll take 
inspiration from the Tannies and in pairs, work on creating a rich and 
engaging performance based on a realistic relationship between two 
characters.

Workshops are two hours long. 
Free for schools as extra curricular activity.
£150 per workshop for adults (venues can set ticket prices if they wish)

All workshops can accommodate a maximum of 16 participants per 
session. 

We recommend that participants see Tannie & Tannie but its not essential.

92% of audience 
survey 
respondents said 
they would be 
interested in a  
Q + A  or 
discussion after 
the show



Tannie & Tannie’s visual identity will be developed for 
the tour and we will engage a designer to help create a 
more coherent and professional set of marketing 
materials. We will maintain the quirky, colourful and 
characterful approach that audiences said attracted 
them to the production in our feedback survey.

The tour will be supported with mixed marketing activity-
including print alongside online presence, social media 
activity and PR activity, as well as direct outreach.

Print:
Posters and flyers will be provided to venues and 
distributed locally and regionally.

PR
Media release sent to regional and local print, online and 
broadcast media and national listings.

Media  / reviewer invitations 

Online
Dedicated channels kept busy, ambassadors engaged 
and nurtured 

In person
Outreach to contacts to engage groups in collaboration 
with venues

Merchandise
Brand awareness supported by sale and online 
promotion of merchandise. Competitions offering 
merchandise as prizes in which venues can participate.

Our initial production has established a website 
and social media channels:
www.tannieandtannie.com
twitter.com/andtannie
facebook.com/tannieandtannie
instagram.com/tannieandtannie

Marketing89% of audience 
respondents said 
they would 
definitely see 
another show by 
this company.  
100% said they 
would 
recommend 
Tannie & Tannie 
to others.

http://www.tannieandtannie.com
http://twitter.com/andtannie
http://facebook.com/tannieandtannie
http://instagram.com/tannieandtannie
http://www.tannieandtannie.com
http://twitter.com/andtannie
http://facebook.com/tannieandtannie
http://instagram.com/tannieandtannie


 

Minimum lighting (current)
Bright warm wash
Contrasting wash

Floor lamp on stage (to provide 
small area of back light for shadow puppet show)

Sound (current)
PA to play pre-show music 

2 x SFX clip 
(All sound can be operated from company laptop 
(macbook air) with standard mini-jack if required)

Runtime: Approx 90mins, no interval
Get in: Minimum 6 hours get in with 
technician theatre venues / 8 hours non 
theatre venues
Get out Minimum 2 hour get out

The show’s set and lighting design is currently under development. We plan to maintain the current minimal set and tech 
requirements. There will likely be requirements to install a floor covering, furniture and an element of staging to give height (currently 
a step ladder). Currently the actors operate the lighting from on stage which we would like to maintain if possible.

Production 

Staging
The show requires intimacy with the audience and while it can be 
adapted to suit different seating layouts, the audience will benefit from 
being close to the action.
Thrust / in the round / end on (if audience is seated close)
Minimum stage area 3m x 3m
Cast: 2 (Claudine Bennent and Melanie Crawley)
Stage manager: 1 (who will run the show)
We also require an in-house technician and a pre-rig.



Detailed synopsis:
Tannie and Tannie (Tannie is Afrikaans for ‘Aunty’) have been 
the storytellers of their town for decades. Recently though, 
their home has been plagued by earthquakes and their water 
inexplicably bursts into flame. Despite always having lived 
on the frontlines of survival, nothing has prepared them for 
this and it’s only a matter of time before drought and disease 
cripple their community. So they decide to leave to go on a 
‘trek’ - a journey that echoes the Great Trek of South African 
settlers in the 1800’s, as well as every mass migration since 
and every potential human displacement in the future.

Programmers’ information

Programmers can see excerpts from the 
Sheffield production on video by visiting 

https://vimeo.com/309485537  and using the 
password: tannietour 

Further details about the team, the show 
and further images are available on the 

show website: www.tannieandtannie.com 

Tour dates.
Booking for dates between 1st October and 
mid-December 2019 and 1st Feb - 30th April 

2020 in small to mid-scale studio venues 
and non-theatre spaces.

We are looking for a split deal ideally with a 
guarantee.

We have asked for support for the tour from 
Arts Council England.

The audience joins the Tannies at midnight, as the last 
guest left after their farewell party, and is witness to 
their attempts to finish their packing, trying to decide 
where to go - where they might be accepted, their 
parting gifts of wisdom and their mourning the loss of 
all they must leave behind.

As dawn approaches, the Tannies play out 
their stories by transforming into different 
characters; Clara Van Jaarsveld and her friend 
find themselves alone on a trek fleeing drought 
and disaster. Then, Clara tells her own tale of 
the praying mantis who tries to capture the 
moon so that all the other animals will think 
he’s a god. As the stories progress, it becomes 
clear that the Tannies may not be in complete 
agreement about their forthcoming journey.

Eventually through, something 
unthinkable happens and circumstances 
force the Tannies to face their demons 
and make the most difficult decision of 
their lives.

https://vimeo.com/309485537
http://www.tannieandtannie.com
https://vimeo.com/309485537
http://www.tannieandtannie.com


Tannie & Tannie 
For further production information and 
to discuss booking Tannie & Tannie 
please contact:
Melanie Crawley 
mel.anne.crawley@gmail.com
07976350741
www.tannieandtannie.com 

mailto:mel.anne.crawley@gmail.com
http://www.tannieandtannie.com
mailto:mel.anne.crawley@gmail.com
http://www.tannieandtannie.com

